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S' William Smith, B=.. 
Ar the Quarter-Seſſj6ns of the Peace held for the 


County of Middleſex, at Weſtminſter, on 
Monday the 24 of April, 1682. mi 


_ Gentlemen, | | 
Have had the honour to-diſcourſe to the Country from this Bench ſe- 
. vera[times, and the Advice which.I gave them, wag-to ſeek Peace; 
.and ſtudy. Unity. Advice I thought very. nece{ry ,, and that 
which would contribute moſt to the welfare and: happineſs not 
only of this County, but of the whole Kingdom... Thisis a Tra ing Coun- 
try, and nothing can encourage and advance Trade more than Peace, 
| norcanany thing procure Wealth ſooner than Trade, ner will any thing- 
ſecure it better than. Unity. The King by his Wiſdom and Care hack 
bitherto preſerved Peace without the help of Unity ; for certaialy no Na- 
tion _ be more divided Pay yu 3 1t Is magh time __ every honeſt 
tally Magiſtrates, and thoſe 1n Authority, to ſpeak plain Eng- 
iſh = pay ts Honourable Bench hath chought fit ——_y - 
to this Service, I ſhall endeavour to diſcharge my Duty and Conſcience in 
that particular, It troubles me to ſay it, but it 1s true, that this is a divi- 
ded Nation, divided into two oppoſite Parties, the Churct»Party, I mean 
the Church of Ezgland as. by. Law, eſtabliſhed, and the Anti-Church, for 
I know not by what othgr name or denqmination to ſtile. the Diſſenters 
mean Ditſcenters of -all ſorts} unleſs I ſhould: uſe. the Scripture-word 
Legion, tor they are many 3 and although they are dividgd amoneſt them- 
ſelves tofo Celo, yer they agree 1n this tertio, to torment the Goverament, . 
I will give youa ſhort Chargdter of thele rwo Parties; the Church-Party 
are roſe who worſhip and ferve God in the place appointed for it ; the: 
Church, they honour and obey the King ,. and ſubmit to the Laws; the. 
Ditienters do none of theſe, they do_not approach the Church, and tg 
lome. of them 1t 18 an abomination 3 they are fo far from bonouring the: 
Fing. 1 both his Perſon and Government are defamed by thoſe Pam- 
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phlets which go about the Town, neither do they obey him, or ſubmit 
to the Laws; for very Jately. the King our of his great concern for the 
publick Peace, thought fir by-the advice of his Majeſties Privy Council, 
to command that Conventicles ſhould be-ſuppretied according to Law, the 
Diſſenters have beer ſo far from obeying his Majcſties Command , that 
they have contended for the Conventicles, as if they had been their In- 
Herirance, and have abuſed and reviled thaſe Officers:and others, who in 
- obeditnce t6 this Command have endeavoured to _ the Laws in exe- 
eution : Now I would ask any ſober-thinking perſon, to which of theſe 
two Parties his Prudence would invite-him to adhere, whether to thr 
Party where he may be ſafe under the Kings ProteCtion, and where his 
Liberty and Property may be well ſecured by the Laws? Liberty and 
Property. ſo mfich talkt 6f,” and by ſome 'very unduly ſought 5 or to that 
Party which will lead himinto a Wilderneſs of briars and thorns,where he 
ſhall never know his way, or into ſlippery places; where he ſhall never 
berable to ſtand. his ground ,, or ſhall, as 1t were, make him walk upon 
the edge of a Krife, and always be'in danger. Self-prefervation is natu- 
ral toevery cteatute, and methinks men who have reaſon ſhould ſeek it 
much more than others, | EA | 
The King and the Laws have long fingers, and ſometime or other 
they will reach the talleſt Malefactor. It 1s true the King is a gracious 
da | merciful Prince, and that perhaps may be an incouragement to ſome 
mens diſobedience ; but patience may be provoked too long, and too far, 
and then Leſa patientia fit furor, when the Lion rouſeth all the Beaſts of 
the Foreſt tremble. Notwithſtanding all thefe provocations, the King {by 
the Divine affiſtance) hath hitherto preſerved peace, peace at home and 
peace abroad ; for we have peace with all the Chriſtian World ; when at the 
ſame time moſt of the nerghbour-Narions are in wars and troubles. The 
King hath taken care of Places related to: Ergland. A texrible Rebellion 
e out lately in Virginia, which had almoſt deſtroy*d that Country, 


the King at a great charge ſent. Ships and Souldiers thither, reduced that 
"Rebellion, and ſettled the Country in peace. Tangier was lately attake - 


by a numerous and formidable Enemy, and moſt of us here gave it for 
loſt ; ſome were ſo impudent to ſay it would be ſold , -the King fent a 
timely Relief thither of Men, Money, and all other neceflary Proviſions, 
and did preſerve that Place, ſo that it 1s neither loſt or fold , and hath 
now made a laſting Peace with the Emperour of that Country ; and it 
1s to be hoped that place will prove very advantagious for *he Trade of 
Ezglard : but this hath coſt the King a greatſum of money. The Trade of 
Fxrkey hath been- of late years very much diſturbed by the Pyrars-of 
Algiers, and his Majeſty hath received notice that many of his Subjects 
have been, carried captive thitherz the King to prevent thoſe miſchiefs 
for the future, hath. at a greatcharge, for ſeveral years together, main- 
taind a confiderable number of Ships in the Strezghts,. by which the 
Algerines have received to great loſſes, that they are ready to beg 
Peace. The King hath taken care of the Walls and Bulwarks of this King- 
dom, the Shipping : You know the Parliament appointed thirty capual 
Ships tobe bailr, and gave fix hundred thouſand pound for the building of 


them ; but when Shipwrights and others came to conſult about them, they 
tound 
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| ſerviceable as they ought to be z the Kirig was forced to advance a hundred 
thoufand potind and more, out of his own Purſe, to pertef that Work, 
and I have heard theſe ſeveral Charges and Disburſments do amount to 
near eight hundred thouſand pound. . Theſeare all accidental Charges, and 
if the eſtibliſhed Revenue will not ballance the necellary and common 
*— Chairge of the Government, (as[ have heard it faid in the Houſe of Com- 
mons by thoſe who ſhould well underſtand*it; that it will not ). where 
then ſhall theſe accidental Charges be born 2 The King cannot do it, the 

- People then mult. Why then the King hath lent this great Sum of Monez 

to his Subjects, and certainly it ought to be repaid with intereſt and wit! 
thanks, and doubtleſs had bzen long ſince, ifthe Diffentions and Differen- 
ces which are amongſt us had not prevented it. Is it not therefore high time 
that ail potiible Endeavours ſhould be uſed to put an end to theſe Diviſi- 
ons and Ditterences, that the Kingdom may be no longer expoſed to thoſe 
Dangers which art preſent it lyes under 2 And this, very wiſe men are'of 
-- opinion, WH never- be, until the Conventicles ( which continually blow 

the Coals) are ſupprefied. The Learned tell us, that the Plague is ſpread b 
the Eftuviums of the Mouth, the Attomes of an infe@ed perfon areinfetted, 
and when they are ſent out by the breath, and received by thoſe in the 
company of the Infected, they thereby become infected ; and we aretold, 
- the infected perfon hath a ſtrong appetite and deſire to infe& others. Faci- 
- on is thus communicated ; the venome ofit, by the mouths of the Preach- 
' ers and Teachers in Conventicles, is tranſmitted into the ears of the Audi- 
tors, who thereby become infected ; and when they are fo, they infet 
others. And untiltheſe Efluviums, theſe mouths are ſtopped, itis not pro« 
bable this Plague will ceaſe; and there is a ready way to doit, the putting 
the Statute of 17.0f the King in due execution. And do you not think 
this is-very nece(lary 2? For if the numbers of theſe Diſſenters ſhould be ſuf 
fered to increaſe, in time they might be formidable to the Government ; 
for we ſee although they are divided in Opinion, yet they agree and joyn 
zether for their common Intereſt. T have feen in a fallow Field a great 
Herd of Swine, the Hogsof a whole Pariſh, the Hogs of ſeveral Farmers, 
and others, and if the Herdfman chaſtiſeth any one of them for a fauk, the 
whole Herd run together 1n a body, to condole with their companion for 

his misfortune, and asmuchas in them yes to endeavour his reſcue 3 and 
theſe are a very untratable Creature, which will neither lead or drive. 
Do nat the Ditienters do the ſame? If any one of them is touched by the 
hands of the Law, they lay their Heads and Purſes together for his relief; 


odious, Sinnles are to illuſtrate a Propoſition, not to make a Parallel, Sic 
pariis gomponere magne ſolebam but if I had done fo, I have a good Prefi- 
dent for it 3 St. Paul tells us, He fought with Beaſts at Epheſas, and thoſe 
were fg other bur unreaſonable Men 3 and if the Apoſtle had fought Ephe- 
fas, and al the Parts about it, I am perſwaded he could not have found 
more unreaſonable Men, rhan fome we havein Ezel/and. Thave heretofore 
had an indiftcrent good opinion of ſome of the Ditſenters, I thought they 
= had been (as they pretended) a peaceable, quiet, and ſober ſort of perſons, 
and ihar they had defired nothing but Connivence or Indulgence ; xy 
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found that Sum of Money world riot do it, ts make them fo ſtrong and 


I would nor be miſtaken, I do not compare Beaſtsto Men, Compariſons are © 


Had an unruly Conſcience to deal with, 'and that they had 'only deſiretl 
ſome toleration for it ; but.I find thecrafty had a farther atm : You know . 
there is a.Lord Mayor's Day, and that conliſts of a Shew in the Streets, and 
2 Feaſt at Guild-ball;, the Shew 11 the Streets is the Pageants, they draw 
the Vulgar, the Mobile together, which gives them opportunity to make a 
noiſe, and throw about their 8quibs 3 and whenthey have ſpent fome time 
in that, and gazing upon the Pageants, they go home very well ſatisfied 3 
but the wiler- and better fort' of Citizens are entertamed with a Feaſt at 
Guild-hall. This Toleration ſeems to me to be a kind of Pageant, held 
forth to entertain the vulgar and unthinking Crowd. with ſome Speculati- 
ons which may pleaſe them ; there is ſomething in it very taking to ſome 

eople who look not far, Liberty of Conſcience, . and Eafe of tender Con- 
ciences: 'But the wiſer and deſigning ſort-look farther 4 1 am afraid they 
aim at Dominion over the Lives and Liberties of their fellow-Subjects, and 
to feaſt themſelves upon their Eſtates : This hath been, and therefore may 
be. - This word Feaſt, puts me in mind of a Pamphler I;read the other day; 
Where I found ar Invitation. (by Ticket) to a Feaſt at Haberdaſhers and 
Goldſmiths Halls : Thoſe Names made me'icall to remembrance the ſevere 
Diſcipline ſome of the chiefeſt Nobility and Gentry heretofore had at thoſe 
Places; I am ſure 1 feel the ſmart of thoſe Strokes to this day : I was atraid 
that Meeting might be to yiew thoſe Halls, to fee ſince they are new built, 
if they were fitfor the old Uſes. This afſociating by Tickets is an odd way, 
it looks like blowing the Trumpet, and making Proclamation, Who 5s oz 
my fide, who £ What the Law may make of 1it,-I cannot.tell, but methinks 
theſe perſons adventure very far ; all Rebellions are not actual Arms ; in 
Gods ſence the Rebellion of Corah-and his Company. ..(which went no far- 
ther than to aſlociate and murmure againſt the Governours) was ſuch a 
Rebellion that he thought fir to puniſh with death: Burt the ſame Pamphler 
fays, there was a Feaſt of the Artilery-Company, (which is.an Anniverſary 
Feaſt) at which there wasbut 200. but at this Feaſt there would have beert 
1000 of Nobility, Gentry and Miniſters. So to me this ſeems to bea Tryat 
of Skill; which puts me in mind of Mofes and the Magicians > God com- 
manded Moſes to caſt down his Rod, and that ſhould become a Serpent 
the Magicians tryed their skill, and threw down their Rods, and they be- 
eame Serpents 3 but Moſes his Rod, (which was but one) devoured their 
Rods which were many. The King he hath his Rod too, which is his Scep. 
rer, which I hope will. be able to break the Rods of theſe unquiet People, 
that they may not again ſcourge and whip the Nation: But what became 
of theſe Magicians £ Why, when they could ſhew no more Tricks, God 
ſet a-Mark upon them, Botches and Blainsz ard:if the Law cannot reach 
theſe ſubtil men, divine Juſtice may. ' The word Mag: ſignifies wiſe men, 
and our Saviour tells us, That the children of this world are wiſer in their ge- 
neration thin the children of light : And it appears fo, for they confederare 
for the mutual aſſiſtance of cach other upon all occaſions ; they will ſpare 
rio pains nor coſt for the advancement of each others Intereft ; they trade 
for the moſt part with no other but themſelves 3 they will have no manner 
ot Commerce (if they.canavoid it) with any of the Church-Party ; ſo thar 
they do not make a fcparation only in Religion, bur in all other dealings 
whatſoever, which is, to fet up a Common-wealth in a Kingdom, a moſt 
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dangerous thing ! The Church-Party, the Children of Light, they truſt a 
' good Cauſe, put out their own eyes, and will neither ſee their danger or 
Intereſt: Moſt of them endeavour to build upon their own Grout, wad 
raiſe to themſelves Pyramids of Honour and-Riches, and have not much 
minded thoſe of the ſame Party, who are forced to ſhift for themſelves as 
well as they can 3 but if they ſhould ſtill be neglected ,, they muſt, like 
Snails, ſhrink into their ſhells ; what will be the conſequetice of that > The 
Enemy when he finds his ſtrength willqyaſh them to pieces with his foot ; 
what then will become of the great mariyEſtate ? It maſt be put into Han- 
dycap with the Cobler's Laſt, and if the-Cards be again ſhuffled, it ispro- 
bable the Cobler will draw the Eſtate; and the late rich man will havethe 
Laſt, and perhaps may need it to help make him a pair of Shoes 3 what 
hath been, I ſay again may be : I have ſeen in the laſt Rebellion, Noble- 
met and Gentlemen not have a Horſe to ride upon, or ſcarce a Shoe to their 
teet. Methinks the Natural Body ſhould inſtru& the Body Politick; In the 
Natural Body, if the Head be aſbulted; the Hands are preſeenly lifted upto. 
defend it; if any Limb be in pain, the Head and Heatt are ſenſible of it 5 if 
there be but a ſmall Excreſſence upona Toe, the Hands are immediately at 
work to relieve and eaſe it 3 and thusevery Member gives muthal affiftance 
to each other, by which the whole is kept in health and vigot. Should noc 
the Body Politick do the like? Ought not all the Metmbers defend and fup- 
port the Head, ( where is the ſeat of Wiſdom and Direfion?) Onghtnot 
the Head, and the nobler Parts of that great Body, encourage and ſuccour 
the inferior, that ſo all the Parts with conſent and pleafure may-ſtick cloſe 
together for their common defence? which if they did; they were itrvinci- 
ble, Vis weita fortior. Rewards and Puniſhments ever did and ever will 
govern the World; it is the method of: Heaven : "Tis true, there are many 
generous Spirits, who are contented with their own:Vertue for their re- 
ward, but Prudence ſhould not truſttothat.'' [7 "0 OE 

| Ouis enim virtuten aepletitur ipſand 
: | | .. Preamie fi. tolas 8 = |: Jhaps EEO od a 
Vertue islike a choice Plant, or a Tree which bears-excellent fruit, but the 
Gardiner muſt nouriſh and cheriſh this Plantand Tree; or elſe the Plant will 
dwindle.and the Tree in timebear ſowr-frun. I have heart it eſteemed poli- 
cy to makea golden Bridge for an Enemy to paſs over, *but it was,” that he 
might be gane,and trouble us no morezbutE could never think it adviſable to. 
Truit and Profit, this is to: make thetn- more potent Enemies than they 
were before. I hope, for: the Honour of the King, and Safety of the Go- 
vernment, no man for the future ſhall be imployed, uatilhe be' firſt ſiſted 
and winnowed,/ and if one-grain.of FaQtion be found in him, that he ſhall 
be laid afide.': This is reaſonable, and therefore juſt; - and Juſtice; Gentles 
men, is one of GodAlmi os chiefeſt AIG w_ + | 
contentign between that i Mercy, nothing but the precious Blood | 
theSon of God:could reconcile rhem3/ of that eſteem is Juſtice tit Heayen. 
This JuſticeGod hath ſent into-the World for theuſe of men, \and expeftsit 
ſhould be eſteemed here 3 behath-not ſentit by a common Envoy, but by 
his Vicegerent,]. not only robediſtributed, 'but-tobeinforced; where it will 
not be kindly; received. God tells us, P me Princes decree Tultice z De 
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cree ſignifies Power and Authority : God hath not intruſted the Prince to 
decree Juſtice only, but to govern the People committed to his charge, to 

reſerve them from themſelves, and from their Enemies. God4ays, By me 
Kings raign, and Princes decree Juitice, and ſurely heisto bebelieved. I 
wonder therefore at the ſtrange Opinion which ſome men have of Hate 
ſpread abroad, That the People make the King, and give him his Authori- 
T7 A ſtrange Opinion, and as prefiumptuous as falſe, Is not God the Es 
intinzs £ Is not Man and all other Creatures Emanations from that Foun- 
tain 2 Doth henot giveus our da” Bread, the'former and the latter Rain, 
and all things elſe whatſoever ? It all things.are-his, Power and Authority 
more-z the People then cannot give It : Nemo dat quod non habet, and 
Qnicquid effecit tale eſt magis tale. The King hath his Authority: from God, 
and to him alone is to be accountable; Ipfe ſab nullo* nift tariums ſub Deo. 
But I believe the miſtake cane from this : Some men might*take the Law 
for the Authority 3 the Law it is/true is the Rule by which the King is to 
adminiſter; but the.beſt Law, ard moſt uſeful that ever was made, would 
1lyeſtill for ever, if it was not ated and quickned by ſome Authority. This 
authority isthe Kings, which he had from God, and his Majeſty tranſmits 
it tous ind others, who a& by his Commitſion to-put the Laws in executi- 
on. God faſhioned Ada into; the ſhape of :aman, but he was a: uſeleſs 
Creature, until God was pleaſed to. give himlife and: motion by his breath. 
The Lawsare likewiſe to be quickned by that which muſt move and quicken 
them, ; The King, I told you, is to be accountable:to God, and muſt render 
an. exa@t account of the. Power God hath put into. his hands, and how it 
hath been adminiſtred for the good and welfare of the People committed 
to bis-charge: The: Kiog therefore ought not toi be- importuned by the 
People, todo any. thing: which he. knows 15 Contrary to lis Duty and Truft; 
for he alone muſt anſwer for it, not they. © Joſhua made peace with the* 
Gibeonites, which they obtained from bim by aud, pretending they were 
ſtrangers, came from far, and none of the Canaazitesz but in two or three 
days the Iſraelites came to theknowledge that they were ofthe Race of the 
Amorites; (who God commandedto be deſtroyed). and did urge oſtue to 
break the Peace 3- but he refuſed then, and would not be unjuſt ar their 
importunity; and! they; Were fatisied: Princes-muſt be jaſt, even againſt” 
the importunitiesdf their Subjedts.: The King, 'Thave heard; was preſſed 
to exclude the Duke of Tork., pray: examine the Juſtice of that : Can itbe' 
Juſt to puniſha man in preſents, for.a fault to. be:committed # firturo ? If 
2 Bill had, been pre ented to. you;Gentlemen-of the Grand Jury againſt any 
man, upon preſumption he wou}d commit ſach'orſacha crime a-year hence, 
farely you would. not find thar:Bjl” This of the Duke is of that nature z 
this conld not bea fault until heyas to ſucceed:to the Crown, -and that is 
ancertain whether eyer of never. Tt is true, God hath giventhis Crown of 
Ezgland.to this Royal Family, who: have! enjoyed it 1n Succeffion many 
bundrediof years; but he hath reſerved to hini{elf to determine the Perſon 
of thatFamily from time to time to the Government 3 and when God hath 
made hisEle@ion, is it for us to fay,, Nolumus hunc regnare ? Would not 
this be to queſtion the diyine Wiſdpm, and to uſurp upon God's Preroga- 
tive, in whoſe hands are:the iſſues. of life and death, and all other events, 
- xo whch all men-in prudence ought -to ſubmit, becauſe they know they 
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muſt do it whether they will or no? Men ym” ft pry-into the Arcana 
of Heaven; God isa jealous God: The Bethfhemites were ſinitten for look- 
wg into the Ark, and ſo was Uzzab for touching: it, -although 'twas done 
with a good intent. - This aft of Wiſdom: and Piety will *make-the King's 


Namebe celebrated in Story : Fears and Jealogftesought not to. tranſpore- 


' Subjefts to the defire of unreaſonable things of theit Prance, 'for he muſt an- 
{wer for them, not they. I will teach you an Experiment (without 3 crime} 


that you ſhall never fail of a yu King : It is to be a good People; *Bdt*- 


God (who is infinite Goodnels) givesan ill King for- the-puniſhment of an 
MM People, and you cannot diſpleaſe and provoke him more, than when he 
bach given you a good King, if you do not treat and eſteem” him as you 
ought. The King which he hath been pleaſed to bleſs us with at this time, is, 
I may fay, with great trith, the beſt Prince in the World, (whom God 
long preſerve) and if we honour and obey him as God expeds, and our 
duty requires, God will not fail toſend a good Succeſſor. The Peace of the 
Kingdom is and. ought to be the King's Care, and it could not be expected 
that the Duke ſhould have fate ſtill under ſuch an Indignity 3: and -if he 
had, the Princes of Chriſtendom to whom he is allied, (and he is allied to 
many, and the Greateſt) would have taken up the Quarrel, and then our 
Fields of Peace would have been turned to Fields of Blood. Thoſe who 
read Hiſtory, may find what:Miſeries:this Kingdom for many years ſuffered, 
when the Diſpute was between the two Houſes of Torkand Lancafter, how 
many noble Families were deſtroyed, and many thoufand of men loſt their 
Lives, and 'if God had not had compaſkton of this Kingdom, and provided 
an Expedient to unite them, the miſery of War, for oughtI know, 'might 
have continued to thisday.. Wars are notfa ſoon:or ſe eafily endedasbe- 
zun 3 and it: is very obſervable, that. the neighbour-Princes made it their 
PaGneh to, continue that Difference z ſome Prince -or: other always took 
part with: him who-was conquered, and fo: ziciſſize-with him who was 
down, not out of any other conſideration thantheirownIntereſt, that they 
might keep England -umbroiled at home, which they knew was thetrue way 
to DG and Troubles from their own. doors: E hope Exgland for the 
fature will never be ſo unwile, as to pm likeadvantage. tt 
Gentlemen, The proper bulineſs ofa Cl is to acquaint you with the 
Laws and Statutes of this Kingdom,. their Ufefulndlsand/Penaltics ;:thatF 
have done heretofore to'former Grand. Jurics, ' but it hath not had fogood 
cffe& as I could have wiſhed : Amongſt othersI'did acquaint them with the” 
Statute of 13- of the King, which was. made for thepreſervation of tis Ma-: 
xXſiies Perſon and Government 3 1t did provide apainſtTredſon, againſt" 
{cditious Preaching and Printing, and againſt ſetting! up Votes of one os” 
both - Houſes of-Parliament to be effe&ual as Laws. But: ithiariding! 
that and other Statutes,, we. find that Perſons have: been-lately accuſed for- 
Treafon, 'defamatory Pamphlets and Libels are fold'about the: Streets as: 
good merchantable Wares,. and Votes of the Houſe of Commonsprinted to: 

ive check: to Laws. - Men are grown4o a ſtrange boldneſs, and out-do/ 
Pale in Rome 5 he tells bold Truths, but theſe here: wicked and impu-- 
dent Lyes.: The fin of Cham, and that which clave to his Pofterity; was, 
that he uncoyered his Father's nakedneſs;; and the: greateſt Crime of that 
Tyrant Nero, was, that-he-ript up the Belly of his'Mother, Da 


- 
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The King'is Pater Patrie, and the Common-Wealth is our Mother, and he 
whorips up her Bowels and ſhews her Weakneſs or Deformity, or abuſeth 
his Father, forfeits his very nature, and is more wicked then either Char, 
or Nero ; until mencometo have a ſenſe of Religion, and obey for Conſci- 
ence-ſfake, I ſhall be hopeleſs that Laws will prevail ; and yetTI ſhall adven- 
ture to recommend one Statute to you more, a Statute not made by Kings, 
Lords, and Commons, but by their King, the King of Kings, and it is this, 
Statutun eft omnibus ſemel mori, a Statute, Gentlemen, which was never re- 
pealed, or ever will bez and thoſe who {hall be indicted upon this Statute, 
no Jeroramns can. prevent their Tryal, nor ſhall the credit of the Evi- 
dence be queſtioned, - and the Sentence will have ſpeedy Execution : 
Thoſe who ſhall be found Innocent, their Sentence will be Venzte Beatz, but 
thoſe who will be found Guilty, 1te Maled:@i, a dreadful Sentence that, not 
like the Sentence we have here, Co to the place from whence you came, and [0 
to the place of Execution, and there hang by the Neck until you are Dead : Or 
as we haveit by Tradition,#obe hanged in Chains alive until yonare Starved to 
Death, Theſe are eaſy Sentences, becauſea little time determines the pain z, 
but this dreadful Sentence of fe Maledi#:, ſends the Criminal to a place of 
horrour, and darkneſs, where his Meat and Drink will be Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, his Companions fuch who he durſt not look upon whenhe was in the 
World, Devils, and Furies , not to make him ſport and paſtime, but to 
torment himz and that which aggravates this puniſhment is, thar it is atten- 
ded with deſpair, never to come out of that place of Torment. If this was 
well conſidered and laid to heart, could a reafonable man be invited by any 
temptation whatſoever to gratify his ambition or other appetites with thoſe 
things' (which will beenjoyed but for a very ſhort time, and adventure this 
Sentence of Ite Maledi&z 2 but praylet us confider whar todo to avoid this 
fearful.Sentence. The Pſalmiſt inſtruts us, he who will aſcend the Holy 
Mountain muſt have:clean hands, apure heart, muſt not lift uphis mind to 
vanity, and muſt not be ſworn to deceive tis Neighbour ; he muſt have 
clean bands, notſubject to Bribery or Corruptipn,a pure heart ; he muſt de- 
fign nothing injurious to'God, his King, or his Country; he muſt not lift up 
his mind to yarity;; but muſt lay afide all ambitions thoughts, and be con-- 
tented with the Station where God Almighty hath placed him; he muſt not 
beſimorn todeceive his Neighbour; 'thus laſt is-part of the Law of - Nature, 
and ane of the Preceptsof the Moral Law, Thou fbalt 10 _—_ Witneſs 
4375} thy Neighbour 3, under this Head comes all Perjury, Subornation of 
Perjuys Lying: Decent; Treachery:and Falſhood 5 the Plalmiſt lays be- 
forgus our Dutyat tis time, rand if: we: perform it Jully, we may avoid 
this-Sentence of Ire Maledi&#3. Gentlemen, we have all ſworn you, the Ju- 
riesof, Qanſtables;to.preſent withour favour or affedtion, hatred or malice, 
and you ought to deedairalithoſs Crimes which are committed within your 
ſeveral-Panithes and PrecinRs, againſt the Lawsand Statutes of this King- 
dom and-yau Gentlemen of the Grand Jury, are likewiſe ſworn to preſent. 
' without fayouroraffettion, hatred/or malice, and we upon the Bench are 
- (worn todo Juſtice according tothe beſt of our skill and knowledge; we 
arenot otily ſworn, bur we have likewiſe made a Covenant with God to be / 
juſt according tour Oaths; atthe end of our Oaths we ſay, ſo help me God, 
whichias much as to'fxy,, we defire-no belp from Godin our needs, if _ 
; ) 


# 
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do not dothat which is juſt, accordihg to our Oaths. Now I would adviſe 
_ all mento conſider, that humane Nature is]yable ta-many Infirmities and 
Accidents: To Sickneſs, paſt the help of a Phyfitianz toOppreſlion, above 
the help of Law and Lawyers; to Poverty, and have noFriends to afford re- 
lef. In all theſe Caſes, when Sanene Hon Nature points out the ways 


toaddreſs toGod :- But with what confidence can we do it, when we call 
to mind we broke Covenant with kim at ſuch and ſucha time 2 which we 
cannot fail to do, for Conſcience is a moſt certain Remembrancer: Is not a 
man a moſt filly Creature, who ſhall adventure to break this Covenant to 
gratify any Appetite, and pleaſe any Party, and by it put himſelf out of 
Gods ProteQion, and from under his care in this World, and without Gods 
infinite-mercies to come under that ſevere Sentence of Fre Maledid; in the 
next? Gemtlezzer, Grand-Juries have always been eſteemed!the Honour of 
the Gqvernment, and the great Security of the Lives and Liberties of the 
Subject 3 they are to be Probos &* legales Homines, and ſois a golden Chain 
as well for Ornament as Security : If they ſhould prove otherwiſe, this Chain 
of Gold would be turned into Gives and Fetters of Iron and Braſs, and we 
ſhould be greater Slaves here in Emg/and than they are in Algiers 5 our An- 
celtors have taken great care that the Grand-Juries ſhould -be ſuch as they 
ought to be, and as you may fee the Statutes made in that Caſc,providez but 
for all that, it is happy for the people, that the King hath the Nomination of 
the Sherifts,by whom the Juries are to be returned : It is a Prerogative of 
great conſequence, and not to be intruſted in the hands of any Subj& or 
Subjects whatſoever; the King ſits aloft above all, and looks down upon all 
his Subje&s, and like the Sun,ſends forth his Beams upon all alike his Spirit 
is as high as his Place - when God intended to remove Moſes, and had ap- 
pointed Joſhxe to ſucceed him, he commanded Moſes to put ſome of his 
Honour upon him, and that the Text explainsto be the Spirit of Wiſdom, 
whichis the Spirit of Government, and that no Subje& hath: He is not 
therefore to be equipped with too large # Sayl for his bottom, for fear it 
ſhould overſetzthe Kings Prerogative, (if it was welluaderſtood) is the Sub- 
jects chiefeſt ſafety, and ought not tobe a Subjes hand, for the Subjects 
fake, and itis tobe hoped no man for the future will preſume to adviſethe 
King to part withany of it.- Every thing 1s' moſt natural when it is 1n its 
proper Places the King 1s to govern, the people to: obey 5 this is harmoni- 
ous, and no wiſe or good man will make diſcord; he whois for the King is 
for People, and he whoistruly for the! People, is as truly for the King : 
They cannot be divided but they muſt be m danger to be deftroyed; it ts 
therefore folly, 'as well as mutiny to fay, I am for the King, or Lam for the 
Country, except in ConjunCtion; he who is not a friend to both, is not 
afriend to ether: Thave ever eſteemed Monarchy as the beſk/of Govern- 
ments, (it is the Government of Heaven) and ours the beſt of Monar- 
chies, andif it be poſſible, Inow efteem it much more than ever; I am not 
afraid of the King, I am ſure he will-do me no hurt, if Tkeep the Law, 


bat] muſt confeſs, I am afraid. of ſome of my fellow-Subjedts. Story will tell 


you,there wasa'great Factionin Haly between the Grelfes and the Gibelines 
the great and rich City of Florence was almoſt deſtroyed by it, fome- 
times one got the upper hand, ſometimes the other 3 but God was pleaſed 


_ to-put an end tothe Miſeries of that City by a —_ under "_ ; 
| t 
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hath been happy ever ſince. Pray Gertlemer,. let us make it- our Buſineſs, 
as it is our Intereſt, to preſerve our Monarchy from being ſhaken : This is 
to be done by univerſal Juſtice, that is the chiefeſt Pillar which ſupports 
Monarchies, and if any man ſhall by fraud undermine that Pillar, or by 
force ſhake it, he will ike Sa-zpſoz, pull the whole Fabrick upon his own 
head, and deſtroy himſelf: But they will differin this ' Surpſor had great 
provocation, his eyes were put out by the Phzli5tines, and they made him 
their ſport and paſtimez but whoſoever ſhall ſhake this Pillar here, doit 
from the force of awicked inclination to deſtroy the Government, under 
which he may live happily and ſafely if he will, and fo addsthe fin of Ingra- 
titude to that of Diſobedience. Geztlemer, I have troubled you too long, 
but what I have ſaid, I hope will not be wholly uſeleſs; God, who is the 
ſearcher of all hearts, knows, I have not ſpoke from the ſpirit of bitterneſs, 
to blow the Coals, or rub the old Sore ; I have no Animoſity againſt any 
man living ; my deſign was to lay before you the danger of Diviſions, 
and making Parties, and ſo exhort you to Peace and Unity, and not throw 
away the Bleſſings we enjoy, and make our ſelves ridiculous to all the World. 
The matter of a Charge, as it reſpe&s the Laws and Statutes, I have cauſed 
for your eaſe and help to be contrived into Articles, which ſhall be read 


to you. Mr. Clerk of the Peace pray read them, 


Articles to. be preſented by the High and Petty 
Conſtables to the Grand Jury, and to beinqui- 
red into by the ſaid Grand Jury. 


x. ] Mprimis, Tow are to preſent all petty Treaſon, Miſpriſiens of Treaſon ; 

[| all Prieits, and Jeſuits, and others,that have received any Orders fron 
the Church or See of Rome. | 

2. All Murders, Manſlaughters, Robberies, Burglaries, Breaking of Hou- 
erin the day time, Fellonies, Petty-Larcenies, and the Acceſſories thereunto. 
Committed and done within your ſeveral Hundreds and Precin&s. 

2. You are to preſent all Popiſh and other Recuſants that do not come to 
their ſeveral Pariſh Churches within your Diviſions. 

4. Tou areto preſent all unlicenſed Alehouje-keepers, and what diſorderly 
Alehoufes you have within your Diviſcons. 
F 5. Tou are to preſent, the negle of Hughs and Cryes of and in whoſe 

ault. 

af You are to preſent all High-ways and Bridges unrepaired, within your 
Hundreds and Pariſhes, and who are torepair them. 

. 7. Tou are to preſent all that ereF Cottages, or that continue Cottages, not 
having four Acres of Land to be occupied by the Inhabitants, of the ſaid Cot- 
tages within your Diviſtons. gf 

8. Tou areto preſent all profane Swearers and Curſers within your Hundred 


and Liberties. 
| 9. Ton 


f 


| -_ 
| xt | 
9. Ton are to preſent all common Barretors, common Diiturbers, Libel: 
lers, and others, that break the Kings Peace, all Outcrys and Bloud-ſheds that 
happen within your Liberties and Precin#s. | 
Io. Ton are to preſent all Foreitalers, Regrators, and Trgroſſers, al Em- 
bracers of Furies, that you know of within your Hundreds and Precin@s. 


Gentlemen, | "Oy 
Ts your Duty to preſent what ſvall come in proof before you upon theſe Ar- 
ticles, and firſt you muſt take care of Religion, to equire after Prieits, Je- 

ſuits, Popiſh Recuſants, and all other Diſſenters from the Church; you mus 
enquire after all Treaſons, which although they cannot be tryed here by vertue 
of our Commiſſion, yet they ought to be preſented 3 you are to inquire after and 
preſent all Murthers, Burglaries, Robberies, Felonies, and af other Crimes 
against the Laws and Statytes of this Kingdom. Iwind up all with this Advice, 
that you will Serve God, Honour the King, Love one another, and take heed 
to thoſe who are given to change. 


He Court obſerving that the Charge was taken in Writing, com- 

| manded it ſhould be delivered to the Clerk of the Peace, that it 
mightnot be publiſhed without their direction 3 but finding in a printed 
Pamphlet publiſhed by R. Faneway, that their Chairman is very unwor- 
thily reflected upon, and ſome part of the Charge miſrepreſented : They 
Have thought fit to order it, tobeprinted, to theintent.the whole King- 
dom may ſee their opinion, (which this Charge unanimouſly is) with 
hopes that all His Majeſties good and peaceable minded Subjects. will be of 


| the ſame. 


Rdered by this Court, that the Charge given in Seſſtons by 

Sir William Smith be printed ; and that the thanks of this 

Bench be given to Sir William Smith for his Prudent Care, and con- 

Fant endeavour in the management of Affairs, for the preſervation of the 

publick Peace, and Flis Majeſties Government : Aud this (ourt doth 
declare, they will adhere to Sir William Smith and ſtand by him. 


Per Cur. 
Adderley. 


London, Printed by T ho. Hodgkin. 1682, 


